Detection of Giardia assemblage A in cats in Florence, Italy.
In the present study, the assemblage of Giardia isolates from stray and owned cats was investigated. Faeces were randomly collected from 27 cats, screened by microscopy and examined by molecular methods that included DNA extraction, small subunit rRNA gene amplification and DNA sequence analysis. Ten cats were found to be infected with Giardia and harbouring cysts belonging to the zoonotic assemblage A. The cat-specific assemblage F was not found. Such a high proportion of Giardia assemblage A in cats may pose for a different geographical distribution of assemblages in the world. These findings provide insights that may be useful to map the epidemiological risk of the infection worldwide, as this may be instrumental in safeguarding human health.